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Value of Buddhist Scriptures and its Contributions to Chinese Language

ZHANG Ye
(College of Chinese and Law, Dalian Minzu University, Dalian Liaoning 116605, China)

Abstract: The corpus of Buddhist scriptures is of great value in that it has pomoted the produc-
tion of ancient vernacular written language, provided nutritions for native literature, and en-
hanced the development of other styles in China. The affirmed time for the publication of the
book is helpful for the study of division of history into periods. Language used in the tranaslation
of Buddhist scriptures is an important manifestation of language contact. Therefore, it has a pro-
found impact on Chinese language itself. It is pointed out that the Buddhist scriptures have

greatly contributed to the enrichment of Chinese vocabulary system, the expansion of members in

word classes, and the extension of grammatical structures.
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